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Sports Provision Grant application 2020

How we handle your information

Information you provide will be treated in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) (EU) 2016/679. 
Your contact details will be used solely for the purpose of contacting you about your grant application. 
You should refer to our  for an explanation as to what we do with your  Communities Health and Wellbeing Privacy Notice
personal information, how long we keep it and your right to withdraw your consent at any time you choose.

About your project

Name of 
project

3G Artificial Grass Pitch at Saffron Walden County High School

Brief 
description 
of the 
project 
(max 100 
words)

Uttlesford is the only remaining District in the South East that does not have a 3G AGP. Our project will deliver 
a FA/UEFA standard all weather pitch on an existing low quality grass football pitch at SWCHS. This will be 
used by Students from the school (2,000 children and young adults) and by Uttlesford School Sports 
Partnership during school hours and by our Boys and Girls football clubs (700+ players aged 4 to 18) in the 
evenings and at weekends. 

We will be able to guarantee that football is played in all weather conditions except for snow. There will also be 
public/community sessions and our "Soccability" group (pan-disability football for children) will be hosted on 
the pitch and also extended to be available for adults.

Expected start date and realistic duration

(We only require an estimated month and year. Please therefore enter the first or last day of the stated months)

Start date 
(DD/MM
/YYYY) :

01/03/2021

Completion 
date (DD
/MM/YYYY):

31/07/2021

Label

PLEASE NOTE.
This application form will require you to enter a lot of information about your organisation as well as uploading some 
documents. If you think you may need to exit this online form without before it is complete, you can save the form and return 
to it at a later date. The form is saved for 28 days before it is deleted.

At any stage in the application form, click on the 'Save' button, the information you have already entered will be saved and 
you will be sent a link to resume your grant application. 
To enable the 'Save' function, it is essential that you enter your contact email address in the box below.

Your email 
address

matt.clare@swcfc.club

Location of project

Please provide the address and nearest post code for your project, as well as a site plan. Instructions on how to provide this 
are given below.

Address of project

Saffron Walden County High School

https://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/article/5405/Communities-Health-and-Wellbeing-Privacy-Notice


Address and postcode

Audley End Road

Saffron Walden

CB11 4UH

Send us a site plan

Sending your site plan

You can send a scan or photograph of your site plan to shayden@uttlesford.gov.uk

Please include in your email your name and the name of your project. This will help us to match up your document with your 
application.

Or, if you can upload a copy of the site plan with this application using the button below.

Please upload your document UTT_19_1823_FUL-SITE_LAYOUT-2859925.pdf (download)

Project partners

Do you intend to work with 
any other organisations on 
this project?

Yes

If "Yes", please give 
details:

Saffron Academy Trust, Saffron Walden Community Youth FC and Saffron Walden PS Girls 
FC in Partnership will deliver the project.

The Football Foundation are the principle funder.

Essex County FA and the Football Association are the Governing Bodies

Benefit to the local area/community

Please provide a brief 
description of how your 
project will benefit your 
area and the local 
community

The facility will be used by all of the circa 2,000 students from Saffron Walden County High 
School during the school day. It is also planned that Uttlesford Schools Sports Partnership will 
have regular access to the pitch and this will enable primary school age students from 
schools in and all around Saffron Walden to use the pitch. 

The 700+ girls and boys from the two Partner youth football clubs will train and play matches 
weekly. Our “Soccability” sessions – pan-disability football for children up to 18 regardless of 
their ability level in football – will be held at the venue, and it is planned that this will also be 
rolled out to adults one evening each week. 

There will be community use for any other available booking slots including mens and 
womens casual five-a-side sessions and "Man v Fat" weight loss sessions. Therefore the total 
potential user numbers could be well in excess of 5,000 per annum.

The benefits of football for physical and mental wellbeing and development are well 
documented. Following the Covid-19 epidemic, participation in football is expected to be more 
important than ever.

Please provide details of how the public will use the amenity, with particular reference to the following

Access for the general public

https://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/files/SFR-_4aAqKQ9ip9yL64RlGRHuwdt58poPsB8T0kbqj6XDZsNQkHoYZbd8oSoAoW7VVhbR6CaNiP9pCS17qfAMzrdZ4-BAbeZ1Dp8Ej7AOzpvLyQZgFyt4iFXOQ


If applicable, please use the box below to describe the degree of access. (e.g. on an hours-per-day basis if apppropriate)

Access

Given the substantial capital costs and ongoing maintenance costs (plus sinking fund – see later) it would not 
be practical or financially viable to offer “free access” to public users, but to ensure that the facility is within 
reach for the widest possible numbers, a rigid pricing structure is dictated to us by the Football Foundation – 
this ensures that charge rates are moderated relatively to other similar facilities (e.g. Linton, Cambourne, 
Bottisham, Newmarket) and fair and affordable. There will be “pay as you play” type sessions.

The 2,000 students of SWCHS will use the facility in term time, Monday to Friday each week, from 9am to 
5pm. It is expected that after-school clubs will use the pitch from 5-6pm on two or three days per week, and 
Tottenham Hotspur FC will run Community Football sessions on the other says in this time slot. Then from 
6pm to 10pm each weeknight, the children and young adults of our two Youth Football Clubs will use the pitch 
for training (on two nights per week there will be a 2 hour slot, 8pm to 10pm, where Saffron Walden Town FC, 
our senior men's football club, will use the pitch to train.

At weekends, the pitch will be used for our Mini Soccer School and Girls "Wildcats" sessions and for Youth 
Football Matches. Soccability sessions, which are free and open to any child with any ability or disability level, 
will take place on Saturday afternoons.

Weekend evening slots will generally be available for public bookings and we already have multiple enquiries. 
It is expected that every slot on the pitch will be filled.

Restrictions

If applicable, please use the box below to describe any restrictions that are in place. (e.g. membership requirements, booking 
processes)

Restrictions

Most of the slots on the pitch are accounted for as described above. Public access will be booked via an online 
reservation system on either a block booking or ad-hoc basis. The prices that apply are set down by the 
Football Foundation to ensure that they are fair and reasonable and are consistent with rates for pitch hire in 
other comparable facilities (most notably Linton VC, Cambourne, Bottisham and Royston.

Where applicable, please answer the following questions:

Membership

If your organisation is a sports club, how 
many members do you have?

700+

Team-based sport

If your sport is team based...

How many teams currently use the amenity 
regularly?

1 - Saffron Walden County High 6th Form

How many may do so after the project is 
completed?

65+

Advertising

How the amenity will be advertised (both on 
completion and once open) including details 
of any websites or social media?

Via our own websites and social media channels, and via the FA's and 
other "Find a pitch" sites which will link to the pitch booking website.

However, we expect all the slots to be filled quickly. It is calculated that 
Saffron Walden could sustain at least two 3G AGPs and therefore it is not 
expected that extensive advertising is necessary. 

Endorsements



Please illustrate, if possible, any acknowledgements of need for your proposed project from parish or other councils, or a 
Neighbourhood Plan, or national sporting body.

Endorsements

Please refer to the UDC Playing Fields strategy. Research has shown that the District needs at least five 
pitches of this type and has none.

Further details can also be provided by the Football Association, Essex County FA and the Football 
Foundation.

Maintenance

Please outline any plans you have for the maintenance of the project after completion

Maintenance 
plans

The grounds maintenance staff from SWCHS will be responsible for the daily and weekly maintenance 
tasks (eg brushing and sweeping the playing surface). The contractor building the pitch is also bound by a 
contractual requirement to attend to any defects in the first twelve months after Practical Completion has 
been certified. There is an Independent assessor who will certify that the pitch meets FA/UEFA/FIFA 
standards and this is renewed annually.

It is a requirement of our Grant from the Football Foundation that we set up a "Sinking Fund" to deliver 
funds needed to pay for replacement of the 3G carpet every 10 years (estimated) as it becomes worn. 

Land and permissions

Who owns the land or 
property on which the project 
is taking place?

Saffron Education Trust own the Freehold and Saffron Academy Trust "operate" the 
School use of the site.

If the land or property is 
leased, how long is the lease 
and how long does it have left 
to run? (A minimum of five 
years is required)

The Football Clubs are required (a Planning Condition from UDC and also a requirement 
of the Football Foundation) to enter into a binding "Community Use Agreement" and 
enshrined in this is a commitment from the School that the Football Club will have 
unfettered access (during the relevant hours) to the pitch for a period of 50 (fifty) years 
from the date of the Agreement.

Is there currently any 
designated use for the land?

Yes

If "Yes", please explain. Playing fields for the school

Have you obtained planning 
permission, or any other 
required consents for the 
intended use of the land?

Yes

Your organisation

Name of your organisation Saffron Walden Community Youth FC

Address and postcode

c/o Seaman's Farm

Littlebury Green

Saffron Walden

CB11 4XB

Website www.swcfc.club

Telephone 07775 944664

Email matt.clare@swcfc.club

Charitable status and registration number (if applicable) SWCFC is a Registered Charity - No. 801764



Company registration number (if applicable) N/A

Contact details

Who is the main contact for the project?

Name Matthew Clare

Position in organisation Club Secretary and Child Welfare Officer

Contact address and postcode

Seaman's Farm

Littlebury Green

Saffron Walden

CB11 4XB

Contact telephone 07775 944664

Contact mobile (if different from above)  

Email matt.clare@swcfc.club

Grant payee

To whom would the grant be payable? Saffron Walden Community Youth Football Club

If this is different from the organisation name please explain.

The council needs to know that your organisation is capable of carrying out the work for which you are seeking a grant.

Please indicate which of the documents below are included in your 
application (please tick all which apply)

Doc B,Doc C,Doc E,Doc F,Doc G ,Doc H,
Doc J,Doc K ,Doc M

Other documents (not listed above)

Other
Committee Members available 
at https://swcfc.club/contact-us/

Send us your documents

You can email your documents to us at shayden@uttlesford.gov.uk

Please include in your email your name and the name of your project. This will help us to match up your document with your 
application.

Or, if you can upload  using the buttons below.up to five documents
If you have more than five documents to submit (not including uploadable documents requested elsewhere in this 
form), please email them to us as instructed above, or you can post your documents to:
Sue Hayden
Community Development Officer
Uttlesford District Council
London Road
Saffron Walden
CB11 4ER

Please upload your document Contract Prog 14 Jan 21.pdf (download)

Please upload a 2nd document, if required  

Please upload a 3rd document, if required  

Grant details

https://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/files/SFR-_DHLlIrlIUDH6MflTpqWSsNEoRdq31Z26nxsE0DcE4-2Yzsl8ZY0rARVmzSTkFrd5fDQBPcxRqNf890hozQS4ehO-P_KjimLHKKsBGmKkkSiY-jCZ0DQtQ


Estimate total cost of project (£) £1,100,000

Amount of grant requested (£) £150,000

Project cost

*Breakdown of project costs

Please provide a breakdown of project costs. The document should show each project element and its relevant cost.

 Please note, we cannot consider your application if you do not provide this information.

You can send a scan or email your document(s) to shayden@uttlesford.gov.uk

Please include in your email your name and the name of your project. This will help us to match up your document with your 
application.

Or, if you can upload a copy of the cost budget with this application using the button below.

Please upload your document
Saffron Walden AGP with Full Car Park and Different Disposal Options Cost 
Comparison 13.11.20(1.0).pdf (download)

Total sum of listed project elements 
(£)

£1,019,507.10

Funds already secured

Please provide details of funding which has already been secured towards this project.

From your own resources (details 
and amount)

Community Fundraising circa £60,000 

SWCHS - 4 x EVCPs £15,000 

Bank Loan (Barclays) £24,000 

SUB-TOTAL £99,000 

Funding organisation(s) (details and 
amount)

The Football Foundation £817,200 

Saffron Building Society £10,000 

Saffron Walden Round Table £5,000 

SUB-TOTAL £832,200 

Total funds already secured (£)- if 
none, enter "NONE"

£931,200

Pending funding applications

Please provide details of any pending funding applications, including:

•  Name of funding organisation

•  Amount requested

•  Date decision due

Pending 
funding

We have exhausted multiple applications to all known sources over a period of several years. There are no 
further applications pending.

Other fund raising

https://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/files/SFR-c3nQ3vcSVeLLyj5JJq7f1LlUq3IxkPC8mXAxjKMQ46F93i5ZlpjcB7laQyPjRYyNKiiEMpdPf9vOvWH8ITicTk2jgLGlVsnha0d4AK8v-cn4WEI7ouZQVg


What other 
fund raising 
is taking 
place?

Fundraising is restricted during the Covid-19 Pandemic but we intend to host a series of mini football 
tournaments in Saffron Walden in the spring/summer subject to being able to. We continue to hold regular 
events such as sponsored runs and cycles etc. We are very confident that we will be able to deliver the 
balance of funding needed by August 2021 for the penultimate payment to the contractor. A 1.5% "retention" 
(circa £15,000) is held for a period of 12 months and so that would give another year to raise the balance.

Label

How will 
you 
monitor 
and 
evaluate 
the success 
of your 
project?

There are very strict M & E requirements imposed upon us by the Football Foundation over several years, to 
ensure that the pitch is delivering the intended outcomes. These are largely gauged by participation numbers 
and session numbers, rather than financial. We will agree a "Football Development Plan" with the Foundation 
and the M and E exercise will be judged against that. 

DECLARATION

I confirm that, to the best of my knowledge, the information given on this form is complete and correct

I understand that the information that I have provided will be solely used by Uttlesford District Council for the purpose of 
making an assessment and administering the Grant for Sports Provision in Uttlesford.

I understand that if my organisation qualifies for the Sports Provision Grant, I may be required to sign a legal contract.

I agree to publicising Uttlesford District Council on signs, leaflets and other promotional materials. 

Please note that we may require further information or evidence to verify your application at the assessment stage.

Tick this box to indicate that you accept this declaration. Yes

Signatory

Name - Type in your name to indicate your confirmation that the details supplied 
are correct.

Matthew Clare

Position in organisation
Club Secretary and Child Welfare 
Officer

Today's date 04/02/2021

Thank you for completing this grant application.

 

Please now click on the 'Submit' button.
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